Sample Fundraising Letter #1: Project Focus

Dear Friends,

I believe that in our world today, it is a privilege and a responsibility to share with those who don’t have the resources that we have, and that self-determination in development is an important value.  Therefore, one of the best ways to support developing countries is by giving students the resources to educate themselves in order to help their own countries.  This, I think is one of the values of a good, up to date library. Having taught in Ghana in the 60’s and meeting some of my former students recently, I can attest to the value of these resources giving the students a leg up.

There are 6 other people who have committed to raising a minimum of $1000 each for this project.  Today I’m asking for your help.  Our goal is $20,000.  At this time we have raised $11,000, with another $3000 in pledges- just $6000 to go. It is a privilege to be able to plant seeds that help others grow.
· Could you simply make a donation? – If you do, I’m hoping you will be generous – from $100 to $1000.  (Yes, we’ll take less and be grateful.)

· Have a birthday party and ask your friends to bring checks for the library as your gift – I’d be happy to come and make a presentation if you like.

· Have a garage sale and donate the proceeds.

· Some bright idea that your creativity comes up with – surprise me.

· Be another team captain and commit to raising a min. of $1000.

We are almost ¾’s of the way to our goal.  90% Of the funds raised will go directly to the booksellers to pay for the books.  The other 10% goes to Global Citizen Journey for admin costs. (See website below for more information on our projects.) I am working with the head librarian at a nearby university, who is an alumnus, and with the headmaster to order the books.  

Please share your wealth.  We have so much to give.  The students will gain so much – not only from receiving and reading the books, but from knowing that you are supporting them.  I will be visiting the school in Sept. to follow the progress of the project.

Won’t you join our global team? Many thanks for your generous (and quick) response to this letter. A donation card is attached for your convenience.  And yes – it is tax deductible.  

Blessings,

Barbara 

Barbara J. Gilday,

Circles of Women, Weddings, Heart Centered Therapy, www.BarbaraGilday.com 
Global Citizen Journey, Ghana, www.globalcitizenjourney.org    
2300 "I" St., Bellingham, WA, 98225,  360-676-0765

Many thanks to our Corporate Donors: 

Signs By Tomorrow, 2001 Iowa St Suite B, Bellingham, WA 98229, 360.676.7117 Phone

www.signsbytomorrow.com/bellingham
Sample Fundraising Letter #2: Personal Focus - Long
Dear Family and friends,

As I write this letter, I have just finished reading an e-mail from a former student of mine from Ghana, who has received his Ph.D. and is living and working in San Francisco with his American wife.  Recently I spent an hour talking with Fr. Robert Hagan from Ghana who serves a Catholic church in Mt. Vernon where I work.  In the background, on my stereo, Geoffrey Oryema from East Africa is singing with traditional instruments.  Suddenly Africa is back in my life!

As a natural bridge-builder, networker and sparkplug, I have found a new way to bring together the threads of my past in the name of peace. Most of you know that I spent 2 years teaching in Ghana from ‘66-’68.  I am writing to ask you to join me in facilitating the building of bridges of peace, person to person at the grassroots level in the Nigeria.  Please read on.

A couple of months ago, I was introduced to the Seattle, Whidbey Island and Nigerian organizers of a peacemaking/library building trip to take place in November this year to the Niger delta.  Oil drilling and extraction have compromised the environment so that agrarian and fishing tribes have had difficulty continuing their traditional ways of life.  Competition and dissention with neighboring tribes is occurring because of scarce resources.  Although the wealth of Nigeria comes largely from this area – the world’s 7th largest producer of oil - the people of the area have not benefited, and indeed, have suffered.  Literacy rates are less than 40% - in some areas, as low as 20%, there are no textbooks in the local, recently built school, and there is no library in the region.      

Global Citizen Journey is a visionary and action oriented project that brings vital energy, support and resources to communities in need --and provides a rich transformative experience for volunteers. The project has multiple purposes: citizen diplomacy, peacemaking, leadership building, education, environmental activism and service. A group of 20 U.S. participants will join with 20 participants from Nigeria for a 2.5 week residential experience. Nigerian delegates will come from throughout the country, including tribes in conflict with one another and Muslims from the North.  Mornings will be spent on the work project, finishing the library (which breaks ground in August) -  afternoons, in workshops to build relationships and develop skills of communication, compassionate listening and conflict resolution as well as cross-cultural and gender relations. In the evenings we will experience a variety of speakers and cultural events.  We will be staying in the homes of the people of Oporoza for most of the trip. Our goal is to make the impact of the Journey as sustainable and broadly shared as possible, well beyond a one-time event experienced as a wonderful personal experience. Delegates will bring back stories of what we have learned and share them widely with organizations and supporters throughout the Puget Sound area.  I hope to develop educational experiences for schools and churches.  I would like to see pen pals from schools and fundraising with a goal of filling the library shelves as on-going projects when I return.  I wonder what other creative ideas will evolve when we actually get there?

The vision for Global Citizen Journey evolved from the international grassroots experiences of Citizen Diplomacy, lead by Earthstewards, The Compassionate Listening Project and PeaceTrees, and was catalyzed by connections made during a conference called The Practice of Peace. For a bit of history, visit the website at http://www.globalcitizenjourney.org .

Who are the people facilitating this experience?  

· Joel Bisina, Nigerian peace mediator and founder of NIDPRODEV.

Joel has successfully negotiated conflicts between many of the Niger Delta's warring tribes, and served as a liaison between the government, foreign embassies, domestic and international NGOs, and the local populace. He has become a leading authority on the complex situation in the Niger Delta and is frequently interviewed by the BBC, Reuters, AP and other international news services.

· Susan Partnow, Founder & Executive Director

Susan has lived and worked abroad in Israel, Jordan, Turkey, France, Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Vietnam, Switzerland and Mexico, and speaks Spanish, French and some German. She founded Partnow Communications in 1986 to provide organizational development and training services in the public and nonprofit sectors. Susan teaches communication skills and works with clients to release and transform the energy locked in conflict to creative change, wise outcomes and enhanced relationships. She specializes in facilitating dialogue and large group processes, using such cutting-edge techniques as Open Space, Appreciative Inquiry and Sustained Dialogue. 

· Mary Ella Keblusek has an extensive background in business and Non-profits

Many others are working as volunteers, board members and on advisory committees both here are in Nigeria.  For more information on these people, please refer to the website.

Although this is a service project, I will be using my vacation time to do it.  I will add another week at the end to return to Ghana, and Konongo-Odumasi Secondary School, and to seek opportunities to do future service projects while I am in Ghana.  This part of the trip I plan on paying for myself.   But I need help with the costs of the Nigerian trip.

Don’t stop here – this is exciting and creative stuff!

There are 2 ways I will raise the funds for this project: 

1) This is the most fun and creative one: There will be 2 auctions of creative people’s talents.  The first will be 4-8 PM, August 27,th at the home of Dick and Jo Anne Feringer on Chuckanut Bay.  A few people have already offered their talents: Professor Ford Hill, recently retired from piano pedagogy at Western, will play for a dinner party, Phil Rose will do a family portrait session, The Bronstein’s will host a dinner, Ginny Baker will teach belly dancing, Donna Hazelton and her partner will take a group of up to 6 for a 3 hour sail, Adam Ward will do 1-3 evenings of interactive theater in living rooms, and we may have a French maid and English Butler available to do a dinner party.  At a recent auction that I attended, someone offered a birdwatching event, which was purchased by 20 people, there was a beautiful handmade necklace, a basket of bread, cheese and wine, 2 nights at a B&B on the Sunshine Coast, an offer of taking pets to the vet, and many other fun items- over 30 in all.  We will share a potluck, and Nelson Beavington, who was the auctioneer at the last event, will perform the same function here.  (I bought 3-5 hours of his time at the last auction.)  Nelson will also do an auction for Dennis Gaither and I  at Big Lake near Mt. Vernon in September – date to be decided.  We need both creative offers, and people interested in bidding on fun things to enrich their lives and contribute to the project.  This will really be a great evening, in a wonderful setting, (thanks Dick and Jo Anne).  If you choose this option, please let me know that you are coming, and I’m happy to brainstorm auction ideas with you if you want.

2) This is the easiest – particularly if you are far away: Simple financial contributions: If there were 100 sponsors who could contribute $30, or 30 sponsors who could contribute $100 –that would pay for the total of $2950. I know of course some of you cannot help at that level but hope you will chip in whatever you can.  Can you help out?  Someone has already offered the airmiles to cover the plane ticket – what a gift- that would have added $1700 to the cost! You might not be able or want to afford the investment of time and energy yourself to make such a journey --but I hope you will get some of the satisfaction vicariously by making me your personal emissary. And it is tax deductible. If you want to contribute this way, I hope you will do it sooner rather than later, in order to get the library building off the ground.  (The timeline for me to get donations in is $1000 in Aug. and the rest to follow.)

3) This is one I deeply wish for: that you carry us all, and those we will be with, in your hearts and prayers, and send your love and  healing energy with us, in any form that you wish. 

4) There may be the possibility of taking books with us.  A Nigerian library is drafting the guidelines.  If you are interested in this one, let me know and I’ll get back to you when we have more information.

Where does the money go?  $500 is for building the library.  $500 will fund the Nigerian delegates’ expenses.  $1950 will pay for housing, hotels, and transportation on the ground, speakers and other program expenses.  Most of the organization is done by volunteers.

Your checks should be made out to "Global Citizen Journey" and sent to me.  I will submit them weekly to GCJ in a batch.  All contributions are tax deductible. Because materials for the library building must be purchased in August, there is some urgency to get the funding in quickly, so I’m hoping you will be able to respond quickly.   If I exceed my goal, the excess will go to buy books for the library.  

This feels like real peace work -not just theory!  I am very excited about this opportunity.  I feel alive again and ready to reconnect with Africa.  I want my granddaughter to know that we are part of a very big world, and that we are all connected.  I choose not to let my age limit my response to a strong calling.  Please join me in this journey.  I will be sending updates on the progress of the project to all sponsors, and I am so looking forward to having you on this team!

Thank you for whatever support you can offer! 

Barbara Gilday
2300 “I” St., Bellingham, WA., 98225, USA

360-676-0765

"Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful committed citizens can change the world. Indeed it's the only thing that ever has." -Margaret Mead

http://www.globalcitizenjourney.org 

Sample Fundraising Letter #3: Personal Focus - Short
 

 

Dear friends,

 

I am writing to tell you about a very exciting and challenging mission I am undertaking and to ask for your help:  I plan to join Global Citizen Journey’s inaugural delegation to the Niger Delta, November 17-December 2.  I’m enclosing a flyer that tells more about the project.

 

As you probably know, working for peace has always been a passion of my heart and soul.  Global Citizen Journey is my best answer to the question, what will help us come to a peaceful place on this planet? I believe citizen exchanges, especially to the forgotten places, bring grassroots democracy and weave a living, global neighborhood that brings wisdom and healing to us all.  When we bring ourselves – with open hearts, listening ears and ready hands –we are deeply touched and transformed by each other’s stories.  

 

On this first Journey we will build a library in the Niger Delta, the first library in the entire region, which will serve thousands and help raise literacy from the very low 20% rate now common.  The village teachers believe this valuable resource will attract government support to help create viable schools in the villages so the few families who manage to educate their families won’t have to send their children to nearby cities (and many more children can attend).  Our Nigerian host, Joel Bisina, had to leave his parents at the tender age of seven to attend school.  Our need now is to fundraise to complete the building, and to purchase textbooks for these children who have never had a school book. We’ve received a number of donations of children’s and adult books/encyclopedias, as well as computers, but still have quite a ways to go to cover the $25,000 to build, furnish and staff the library.  

We plan to sponsor 20 Nigerians at $500 each, which means we need to raise an additional $10,000.  These Nigerian delegates will come from throughout the country, including tribes in conflict with one another and Muslims from the North.  Delegates will be diverse (age, gender, professions, skills) and matched, American with Nigerian.  In the mornings while in Oporoza, we’ll work with the villagers to build the library; in the afternoon the delegates will engage in workshops for deep dialogue and skill building in conflict resolution.  The project is designed to ‘create the conditions for the most magic to happen.’  Our goal is to make the impact of the Journey as sustainable and broadly shared as possible, well beyond a one time event experienced as a wonderful personal experience. Each of us will bring back stories of what we learn and share them widely with organizations and supporters throughout Nigeria and the Puget Sound area. 

What ever support you can offer will be deeply appreciated – by me and the other participants in Global Citizen Journey of course, but most of all by the people in the Niger Delta.  They are so thrilled to have this offer of support:  while their oil rich region provides all the wealth for Nigeria their living conditions are the worst in the nation, created by the confiscation without compensation of any property found to have oil, compounded by the degradation to the environment.  In the words of our Nigerian hosts, “History will record your name in the sands of time as part of this bold and unparalleled initiative -- the first of its kind in the entire region.”

 

So you see, my motivation and commitment is deep and strong.  How can you help?

 

1.  Help me raise the funds so I can do this.  My family is very supportive and willing to bear the loss of income during the trip and throughout the before and after preparations and activities – I am working 20 to 50 hours a week on this on a purely volunteer basis.  But I need help with the out of pocket costs and with the fundraising for the Nigerian delegates and the library.  And the Global Citizen Journey organization needs seed money for the next journey, which will travel to Burundi to build houses in the summer of 2007.  I am hoping to find 100 sponsors at $35 or more each --I know of course some of you cannot help at that level but may chip in $5 or $10...and I can't help but hope that some of you can pitch in $100 or ????  Would you be willing to help out?  You might not be able to afford the investment of time and energy yourself to make such a journey --but you can get some of the satisfaction vicariously by making me your personal emissary. 

· Your checks should be made out to "Global Citizen Journey"; I will collect these and submit them to GCJ in a batch.   The organization is a 501(c)(3) and thus qualifies for tax deductions as well as donation matching funds your employer may offer.

· Could you host an “Africa” night with your friends and pass the hat at the end?  --The possibilities for great food and discussion are tremendous.  You may want me to attend, if geographically possible.

 

2.  Participate in this journey through your own actions:

· Prepare pen-pal letters with photos for the students of Oporoza -- get a child's class involved:  they can be from the whole class or from individuals.

· Decorate and return the bookplate I will send you with a thank you note for any donation you make:  we will paste it in to the first books we shelve in the new library of Oporoza!

· Gather needed items for the library:  We will be posting details about the kinds of books and materials that would be most useful.

 

I am excited and scared about this journey.  The days will be packed, exhausting, filled with intensely emotional encounters with wonderful people of all persuasions.  We expect to return deeply moved and changed... I will keep you informed of my experience every step along the way.  

 

Thank you for whatever support you can offer! Please take a look at our still developing website for more background information on Nigeria and the project at:  www.globalcitizenjourney.org 

 

Ubuntu* 

Susan

 

[*Ubuntu describes how you cannot be human alone: our humanity finds fulfillment only in the community of others. In its true form, Ubuntu is the African spirit of forgiveness in action. It means that I am not fully human unless I make sure that you are too.]

 

 

  
