Global Citizen Journey – Burundi 2009               

Meet Your Project Director

Brock Blatter 

Brock is new to the world of global aid and promoting global citizenship.  After 25 years working in the field of information systems, including nearly twenty years working for one of the largest Silicon Valley software companies, he has decided that it’s time to start figuring out how to give back.  Brock’s experience as a project leader and as a manager will serve GCJ well.  Information systems is a crossroads in a big company, where business people meet software people to get a job done, so a level of cross cultural communication skills is essential.  Brock was a key leader in one of the legendary big IS projects in his company, where they combined systems from around the world into a single global system.  Brock has traveled around the world for business and pleasure, and looks forward to building on those experiences  in his growth as a global citizen.   He lives in Bellingham, Washington with his wife and three daughters.

Email: brockb@amaazi.org
Phone: (360) 756-1659

Fundraising Sound Bites: Burundi 2009
What is Global Citizen Journey?

“I have decided to go to Burundi as a delegate with Global Citizen Journey -- a visionary and action oriented project that brings vital energy, support and resources to communities in need. The project has multiple purposes:  citizen diplomacy, peacemaking, leadership building, education, environmental activism and service.  I will be part of a group of 15 U.S. delegates from the Puget Sound area and will join with 15 delegates from all around Burundi/Central Africa for a 2½ week residential experience.  Our Burundi/CentralAfrican delegates will come from throughout the region, including tribes who have historically been in conflict with one another, the Hutu and Tutsi.”

 

“ Our hosts in the neighborhood of Carama have asked for water.  This will be the first water  in Carama.  Right now Carama has 800 homes that have been rebuilt and newly built in the vision of a united Burundi. Previous enemies rebuilt the homes for one another.  Presently the only water available to Carama is a polluted stream which is causing illness and death.  Our hope is that bringing water to Carama will increase health, and ultimately lead to the village being able to grow its own food, water livestock, and supply water to the school and clinic that they want to build.”

 

“We’ll spend our afternoons in circles and workshops to build relationships and develop skills of communication, compassionate listening and conflict resolution as well as cross-cultural and gender relations.   We will also listen to speakers and take day trips to learn the many  stories that Burundi has to share with the world. We will witness the environmental devastation along with other impacts of tribal war and unstable government.  We will organize Town Meetings and talking circles between government, NGO’s, local leadership, and Carama so we might provide a listening for expanded steps in bringing peace and renewed life to the people of Burundi.”

 

 

 

Where does the money go?

“The program fee of $3150  pays for the half of the start-up water project, covers all of the expenses for the Burundian/Central African delegates as well as the costs of housing, food and in country transportation for all of the delegates.  The fees also cover the celebration/dedication of the water project and the Town Hall, talking circles, and day travel we have planned. We are working directly with our host, Prosper Ndabishuriye, Founder and Director of JRMD  (www.JRMD.org), who receive a percentage of the fees to coordinate the Burundian delegation and research/organize the water project. A percentage of the fee also goes to supporting the GCJ staff that accompany and lead the combined delegation.  Global Citizen Journey is organized in such a way that delegate fees benefit  the host nation directly.  The beneficiaries of fees are paid directly to our Burundian hosts for providing for our needs, including home stays and cooking, transportation and the sharing of life.  Almost all of the organizing and administration for Global Citizen Journey is done by volunteers.”  (At your option, you could also fundraise for your airfare and other travel costs.) 

Why are you doing this?

“By traveling to Burundi I have the opportunity to be in service as a global citizen by putting compassion into action in very real and practical ways.  This is a unique way to travel which provides spaces to create international friendship and learn about a nation from its own people who are also committed to global peace-making.  For years I have supported global missions with dollars and prayers.  Global Citizen Journey allows me to risk sharing myself and my time with brothers and sisters from around the world which feels at the moment like a greater commitment and challenge than sending money and prayers.   One friend has already said that just coming to visit shows this often forgotten nation of Burundi that the world does care about them and their dreams for a good life.  I look forward to discovering what we learn and can create together having the USA and Burundian/Central African living and working together for two weeks.   This is an opportunity to see firsthand and more clearly how best to be partners with our African brothers and sisters. I am totally grateful and inspired by the possibilities.”
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